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17b. The Logos Hymn

“This is a Gospel designed to root the believer
deeper in his faith . . . the Gospel wants to make
this faith something alive ... to bring life to
the reader.” (Brown, AB 29, Ixxviii)

The Logos Hymn of the Prologue

* A poetic introduction in the form of a hymn

» Poetic sections separated by prose asides or explanations

 Focuses on Jesus as the Word (Greek logos)
* Sematically rich in Greek, it means “word, expression, rational thought,” etc.

¢ Sc. The New Translation: “In the beginning the gospel was preached through the son. And the gospel was the word,
and the word was with the Son, and the Son was with God, and the Son was of God.” (John 1:1JST)

* Just as words are the way people communicate with each other, Jesus is the way that the Father
communicates and interacts with his children, linking the divine mind with the human

In several poetic statements, the hymn establishes the following points:
* The preincarnate Word was divine
The Word is the source of and Life
was not accepted by his own
The Word makes those who accept him sons of God
The Word become flesh and his glory was seen in witnesses

¢ Prose asides stress that first among these witnesses was John the Baptist
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The Poetry of John 1:1-18

* Who was the author? John the Beloved? John the Baptist?

* D&C 93, which is rather prosaic, and seems to be the Lord’s own expansion on the Logos Hymn, stresses
the role of John, presumably the Baptist and/or perhaps the Beloved

“And John saw and bore record of the fulness of my glory, and the fulness of John’s record is hereafter to be revealed.
And he bore record, saying: I saw his glory, that};e was in the beginning, before the world was; Therefore, in
the beginning the Word was, for he was the Word, even the messenger of salvation—
; the Spirit of truth, who came into the world, because the world was made by him, and
. The worlds were made by him; men were made by him; all things were made by him,
and through him, and of him.” (D&C 93:6-10)

As a probable disciple of John the Baptist, the Beloved Disciple may have heard, recorded, and perhaps revised or
expanded a hymn of his earlier master

¢ Cf. Nephi’s vision following his hearing Lehi’s dream
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Right: The full prologue laid out in Greek, illustrating the poetic format of the hymn (subsequently both the
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The Divine Word

First Poetic Stanza (John 11-5)

! "Ev dpyi) ﬁ." I'Jr lti‘rli'c, o ) In the beginning was the Word,

Kl 0 Agyog nv mpog Tov Beov, and the Word was with God,

kel Bedg e O Adyoc. and the Word was God.
olitog fr v apyxij Tpoc tov Bedw. . The same was in the beginning with God.
T o’ f!fJTUP (":‘f’“(‘nml- , R : All things were made by him:

KﬂfL xwple mitod Eyévero ovde dv. o and without him was not any thing made
. Yeyover that was made.
v atrg (o 1y, In him was life;

Kl 1) Con v 0 deig T dripumor and the life was the light of men.
kel TH o & T oxotiy daive, And the light shineth in darkness;

Kol 1) okotie wiTo 0O Ketéiafer. and the darkness comprehended it not.

High Christology: the Word is divine!

The Word was the creator (i.e., God effected creation through the Word, and the Word is the means by
which he continues to communicate with it)

The Word is “Life”
Duality of “light” and “darkness”
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The Witness Sent from God
Prose Aside 1 (John 1:6-8)

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of
the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of
that Light.

¢ The hymn format seems to break whenever the subject moves from “the Word” to John or mortal
witnesses

* D&C g3, the Lord’s own expansion on the Logos Hymn, stresses the role of John, presumably the Baptist
and/or perhaps the Beloved

* “And John saw and bore record of the fulness of my glory, and the fulness of John’s record is hereafter to be
revealed. And he bore record, saying: I saw his glory, that he was in the beginning, be[fore the world was;
Therefore, in the beginning the Word was, for he was the Word, even the messenger of salvation—

; the Spirit of truth, who came into the world, because the world was made by him, and

. The worlds were made by him; men were made by him; all things
were made by him, and through him, and of him.” (D&C 93:6-10)

e “I'saw his glory, that he was in the beginning, before the world was,” however, sounds much like the Transfiguration, which
John the Beloved witnessed (cf. 2 Peter 1:16-18)
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The Incarnate Word

Second Stanza (John 1:6-14)
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¢  Mosiah1s:3, “. .. the Son because of the flesh.”
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John’s Witness
Third Stanza (John 1:15b-18)

s ; P e S . . . . .
Y Tadving peprupel Teph altol kel kékpeyer Ay ol . John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This
tog v b elmor was he of whom [ spake,

& dnlow pou épxdperoc EptpooBér pou yévover, He that cometh after me is preferred before me:
Gru wparde pou ., for he was before me.

e @ tol Thnpupertog eirol fipels Tdvteg Eaifoper And of his fulness have all we received,
KL yoEpLy drtl yepLtoc and grace for grace.

Bru & vipoe G Muwboduwe Edbn, For the law was given by Moses,
'j ;ﬁlllﬁ ked ) dhifewe i Tnool Xprotod but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

. Syeero. , L : Mo man hath seen God at any time;

Beiv mI»ﬁ(}c COPEREY TWTOTEPOVOYENTG '?“’C the only begotten Son,

GIGRES! POL VRO TAUMETRCS| BRSENG which is in the bosom of the Father,
eEmymonto. he hath declared hiim.

Starts as a second prose aside in 1:15, but John’s prophecy about the coming Jesus is the third poetic stanza
The law of Moses contrasted with the grace (gifts) and truth that comes through Christ

No man has seen God? (1:18)
¢ JSTJohn 1:19, “And no man hath seen God at any time, except he hath borne record of the Son.”
¢ “What John actually taught was that the Father has never appeared unto any man except for the purpose of introducing and bearing
record of the Son” (McConkie, DNTC, 1.77)
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